Helicobacter pylori isolated from stomach corpus and antrum: comparison of DNA patterns.
The genomic DNA of Helicobacter pylori was studied in strains isolated from two different sites of the stomach: the corpus and the antrum. 70 strains of H. pylori were found in 36 patients; 34 out of the 36 patients harboured the strain in both districts analysed. Restriction endonuclease analysis with Hae III and Hind III was used to compare the DNA patterns of strains isolated from the anatomical sites studied. Two pairs of DNA samples were not digested by these enzymes. 27 of the 32 pairs of the digested DNA appeared similar to each other. The analysis of chromosomal DNA in the remaining five pairs showed different electrophoretic patterns. These results indicate that the gastric mucosa can be colonized, at the same time, by strains of H. pylori with different genomic patterns, and this aspect can be important for epidemiological studies.